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 Why India migrates? 

1) Most men in India migrate for work 
while most women migrate after 
marriage. 

2) Men in some States in the Northeast, 
western and southern regions don’t 
follow this trend. 

3) The States in the south also recorded 
low migration rates of women post 
marriage. 

4) The eastern States recorded some of 
the highest male migration rates for 
work. 

5) In every State, <1% of female migrants 
moved for education. 

6) In all the States, > 1% male migrants 
moved for education. 

7) Relocation for education was more 
pronounced in the northeastern States. 

8) ~ 10% male migrants in Meghalaya 
moved out due to marriage while 
Manipur saw the highest female 
migration rates for work. 

 State of Tigers in India, 2018 by NTCA 
1) India has increased its population of 

tigers to an estimated 2967 individuals 
in 2018-19. 

2) The less accessible Western Ghats has 
witnessed a steady increase in numbers 
from 2006, notably in Karnataka, and 
Central India has abundance. 

3) But there is a marked drop in 
Chhattisgarh and Odisha; in Buxa, 
Dampa and Palamau, which are tiger 
reserves, no trace of the animal was 
found. 

4) ₹10 lakh per family given to those that 
are ready to move out of critical 
habitat. 

5) Central India > Western Ghats 
>Shiwalik Gangetic > Northeastern 
Hills and Brahmaputra. 

6) MP top. Then Karnataka, Uttarakhand, 
Maharashtra. 

 Project Tiger, 1973 
1) Project Tiger is an ongoing Centrally 

Sponsored Scheme of MoEFCC 
providing Central assistance to the 
tiger States for Tiger conservation in 
designated Tiger reserves. 

2) NTCA is a Statutory body with an 
overarching supervisory/ coordination 
role, performing functions as given in 
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 

3) The NTCA / Project Tiger also 
conducts the country level assessment 
of the status of tiger, co-predators, prey 
and habitat once in 4 years, using the 
refined methodology, as approved by 
the Tiger Task Force. 

4) There are 50 tiger reserves in India 
which are constituted on a core/buffer 
strategy. The core areas have the legal 
status of a national park or a sanctuary, 
whereas the buffer or peripheral areas 
are a mix of forest and non-forest land, 
managed as a multiple use area.  

5) The Project Tiger aims to foster an 
exclusive tiger agenda in the core areas 
of tiger reserves, with an inclusive 
people oriented agenda in the buffer. 

 National Tiger Conservation Authority 
(NTCA) 
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1) It is a statutory body under MoEF 

constituted under Wildlife (Protection) 
Act, 1972 for strengthening Tiger 
conservation. 

2) The Chairperson of NTCA is Minister 
of Environment and Forests. HQ is in 
Delhi. 

3) Powers and Functions of NTCA 
1. Disallow any ecologically 

unsustainable land use such as 
mining, industry and other projects 
within the Tiger reserves. 

2. Norms for tourism and guidelines 
for Project Tiger. 

3. Provide information on future 
conservation plans, estimation of 
population of tiger and its natural 
prey species, status of habitats, 
disease surveillance, patrolling. 

4. Ensure that the tiger reserves and 
areas linking one protected area or 
tiger reserve with another protected 
area or tiger reserve  are not 
diverted for ecologically 
unsustainable uses, except in public 
interest and with the approval of 
the National Board for Wild Life 
and on the advice of the Tiger 
Conservation Authority. 

4) Achievements 
1. Rajaji National Park (Uttarakhand), 

Orang National Park (Assam) and 
Kamlang Wildlife Sanctuary 
(Arunachal Pradesh) have been 
designated as the 48th, 49th and 50th 
Tiger reserves. 

2. Final approval has been accorded 
by the NTCA for creation of new 
tiger reserve, and the site is: 

Sunabeda (Odisha). The in-
principle approval has been 
accorded for Guru Ghasidas 
(Chhattisgarh). 

3. A scientific methodology for 
estimating tiger (including co-
predators, prey animals and 
assessment of habitat status) has 
been evolved and mainstreamed. 

4. Creation of Special Tiger 
Protection Force (STPF). 

 Tiger Reserves in KN – Bandipur, Kali, 
Nagarhole, BRT, Bhadra. 

 Bhadrachalam is in Telangana over 
Godavari. 

 Article 19 Issues 
1. NRC (National Register of Citizens) 
2. RIIN (Register for Indigenous 

Inhabitants of Citizens) 
3. 70% jobs for Andhra  
4. Goa = planning to reserve 80% jobs in 

factories for locals in those industries 
taking subsidies from State 
government. 

 "Vavu Bali" river in Periyar River at 
Aluva. KL. (Aluva is emerging drugs and 
narcotics hub) 

 Charminar and Salar Jung Museum are in 
Hyderabad. 

 A Billion $ Amazon Fund backed by 
Norway and Germany. 

 Africa 
1) Bangdung Conference – Afro Asian 

Conference in 1955. India – China 
relations at the zenith. 

2) Team 9 initiative w Africa: It is a 
techno economic approach for Africa 
India movement. 
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3) Man Mohan Singh organized 1st Indo 

African Summit. 
4) Last India – Africa forum summit in 

2015. 
5) India is the 3rd largest trading partner 

of Africa. 
6) India’s top 6 trading partners in Africa 

are Nigeria, South Africa, Egypt, 
Ghana, Angola and Algeria. 

 NITI Report gave ‘Farm Ponds’ as a 
new solution for water conservation 
1) It can help enhance water control, 

contribute to agriculture intensification 
and boost farm incomes. 

2) This is a feature of Maharashtra. 
 Supreme Court Judges = 34 

1. Judges of Supreme Court increased 
from 31 to 34 by amending Supreme 
Court (Number of Judges) Act, 1956. 

2. In 1998 the judges were increased from 
18 to 26 and then in 2009 it was 
increased to 31.Originally it provided 
for 11.  

3. Only Parliament has the power to 
increase the seats.  

4. 60000 Supreme Court cases pending. 
The primary role of Supreme court is 
that he is the ultimate arbiter of 
constitutional questions and statutory 
interpretation. 

5. Eligibility of the Judge of Supreme 
Court: A Citizen of India not 
exceeding 65 years as per Article 124 
of the Constitution 

1) He should be a Judge of the High 
Court for atleast 5 years. 

2) Advocate in the High Court for atleast 
10 years. 

3) A distinguished jurist, in the opinion of 
the President, power conferred by 
Article 124 of the Constitution.  

 TehseenPoonawala vs Union of India 
case 
1) It is related to Rajasthan’s effort for 

Anti-lynching law. 
2) RJ's Bill is more comprehensive of as 

it not only contains criminal acts of 
lynching, dissemination of "Offensive 
Material" and fostering of a "hostile 
environment" but also provide for 
relief, legal aid, compensation & 
rehabilitation.  

3) Bill defines lynching as an act or series 
of acts of violence or aiding, abetting 
or attempting an act of violence, 
whether spontaneous or planned by a 
mob (2 or more) on the grounds of 
religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth, 
sexual orientation, political affinity and 
ethnicity. 

 India to sell Brahmos to Thailand 
because of MTCR 
1. MTCR (Multilateral Technology 

Control Regime) 
1) MTCR is a multilateral export 

control regime (not a treaty) and 
does not impose any legally 
binding obligations. 

2) It is an informal political 
understanding among 35 member 
states that seek to limit the 
proliferation of missiles and 
missile technology. 

3) It was formed in 1987 by G-7 
Nations (7 largest IMF described 
largest economies – Canada, USA, 
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France, Germany, Italy, UK and 
Japan). 

4) MTCR limits the risks of 
proliferation of Weapons of Mass 
Destruction (WMD) by controlling 
exports of goods and technologies. 

5) MTCR particularly focuses on 
rockets and Unmanned Aerial 
vehicles with a payload of > 500 kg 
and a range of > 300 km. 

2. Brahmos 
1) It is a medium range surface to 

surface ramjet supersonic cruise 
missile. 

2) It is the fastest supersonic cruise 
missile in the World. 

3) It is a joint venture between Russia 
and India (Brahmaputra and 
Moskva). 

4) Brahmos is nducted into the Army 
and Navy and is capable to be 
launched from land, sea, sub sea 
and air against surface and marine 
targets. 

5) Brahmos II is a hypersonic cruise 
missle and is expected to have a 
range of 450 km and speed of 7 
Mach. It will be propelled by a 
scramjet engine. With India 
becoming a member of MTCR, the 
range can be increased to 600 km 
plus and increased accuracy. In 
2019, India upgraded the missile 
with a new range of 500 km. 

 Grizzly Bear is found in Canada, US, 
Europe.Sea lion or Walrus is found in 
Arctic. 

 Komodo Lizzard is found in Indonesia. 
Komodo National Park is the only habitat 
for World’s largest lizard. 

 US gives F16 fighter aircraft to Pakistan. 
 Tiger Hills – Darjeling. Tiger Hills is also 

in Kargil Area (Also Batalik Hills). 
 Sahitya Academy invites entries for 

YuvaPuraskar 2020 – 24 Languages. 
 Japan approves growing human organs 

in animals for the 1st time through iPS 
cells (induced Pluripotent Cells) 
1) Induced Pluripotent Stem Cells (iPSC) 

are adult cells that have been 
genetically reprogrammed to an 
embryonic stem cell–like state by 
being forced to express genes and 
factors important for maintaining the 
defining properties of embryonic stem 
cells. 

2) The iPSC technology was pioneered by 
Shinya Yamanaka. He got Nobel for 
this. 

3) Pluripotent stem cells hold promise in 
the field of regenerative medicine. 

 IIT Madras, IIT Kharagpur, Delhi 
University, University of Hyderabad, 
Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham and VIT 
got Institute of Eminence status by UGC. 

 Census 2021 
1. By Ministry of Home Affairs in 3 

phases viz. 1) House Listing, 2) 
Enumeration and 3) Revision. 

2. 1st time inclusion of Transgender. 
3. Government teachers will conduct 

enumeration exercise. 
4. Mandatory clause: Every Citizen is 

compelled by the law to participate in 
Census exercise and denial will be 
equaivalent to a criminal action. 

Aspire IASThe name associated with excellence 

10/70 Old  Rajeneder Nagar N.Delhi          www.aspireias.com          8010068998/9999801394 
©2020 ASPIRE IAS. All rights reserved 



6 

PT POINTERS–2020 

TEA TIME BULLetin- AUGUST -2019 
5. Data will be available by 2025. 

 Giving voice sample does not violate 
privacy: Supreme Court 

 Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional 
Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest 
Rights) Act, 2006 
1) It is a result of protracted struggle by 

marginal and tribal communities to 
assert their rights over forest land 
cover on which they were traditionally 
dependent. 

2) It also provides for restitution of 
deprived forest rights across India, 
including both individual rights to 
the.cultivated land in forest land and 
community rights over common 
property resources. 

3) Impact  
1. It will improve the livelihoods of 

100 million poorest of the poor, 
thus leading to poverty alleviation.  

2. It integrates conservation and 
livelihood rights of the people. 

3. It will empower and strengthen the 
local self governance and 
conservation governance. 

4) Significance of the Act 
1. For the 1st time Forest Rights Act 

recognizes and secures community 
rights or rights over common 
property resources of the 
communities in addition to their 
individual rights. 

2. It secures rights in and over 
disputed land Rights of Settlement 
and conversion of all forest 
villages, old habitation, unsurveyed 
villages and other villages in 
forests into revenue villages. 

3. Rights to protect, regenerate or 
conserve or manage any 
community forest resource which 
the communities have been 
traditionally protecting and 
conserving for sustainable use. 

4. Rights to Intellectual property and 
traditional knowledge related to 
biodiversity and cultural diversity. 

5. Rights of displaced communities. 
6. Rights over developmental 

activities. 
 Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups 

(PVTGs) 
1) It is a centrally recognized special 

category from among the ST and it was 
constituted during 4th five year plan on 
the basis of the recommendation of 
Dhebar Commission (1960-61) on the 
concept that there exists inequality 
amongst the tribal communities in 
terms of their development. 

2) Following are the features of PVTGs 
1. Existence of pre Agricultural 

practices. 
2. Practice of Hunting and Gathering. 
3. Zero or negative population growth 
4. Relatively low level of literacy as 

compared to other tribal groups. 
3) At present there are 75 PVTGs 

distributed in 14 undivided states and 1 
UT.Orissa has the distinction of having 
largest number of PVTGs among all 
the States and UTs.  

4) According to Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs' Annual Report 2005-06, the 
estimated population is around 1.36 
million, which accounts for 2% of the 
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total ST population of the country in 
2001.  

5) The historic Forest Rights Act of 2006 
for the 1st time provided scope for the 
recognition of the PVTGs forest and 
habitat rights. 

 USAwithdraws from Intermediate Range 
Nuclear Force Treaty, 1987 
1) IRNFT is an arms control treaty 

between USA and USSR. 
2) INF Treaty banned land based ballistic 

missiles, cruise missiles and missile 
launchers. 

 Elected directors in Public Sector Banks 
will be appointed by the Board: RBI. For a 
Tenure of 3 years. 

 Subansiri is a tributary of Brahmaputra 
which is an antecedent. It meets 
Brahmaputra near Majuli Island. 

 Ground Handling charges = Boarding, 
Baggage Handling, Fuelling& Catering. 

 National Population Register 
1) The exercise is different from the 

decennial Census and  is not linked to 
NRC. 

2) Objective is to create a comprehensive 
identity database of every usual 
resident in the country. 

3) It records demographic, biometric and 
family tree details of Indian citizens. 

4) It is prepared under sub-rule(4) of rule 
3 of the Citizenship (Registration of 
Citizens and Issue of National Identity 
Cards) Rules, 2003 

5) It will be conducted in September 
2020. 

6) For the purpose of NPR, a usual 
resident is defined as  

1. A person who has resided in a local 
area for six months or more or  

2. A person who intends to reside in 
that area for the next six months or 
more. 

7) Earlier the roll out of NPR was slowed 
down due to overlapping with Aadhar. 

8) It is mandatory for every usual resident 
of India to register in the NPR. 

 Polymetallic Nodules  
1) Deep Sea Mining> 200 meter mining. 
2) It includes Manganese, Nickel, Cobalt, 

Copper, Iron Hydroxide. 
3) It is a small potato like rounded accretions. 
4) It is scattered on the Indian Ocean Floor at 

the depths of 6 km and its size is few mm 
to cms. 

5) It can be used in electronic devices, 
batteries, smartphones and even solar 
panels. 

6) International Sea Bed Authority is an 
autonomous organization established 
under UNCLOS, 1986 which allots area 
for deep sea mining. 

7) India was the 1st country to receive the 
status of ‘Pioneer Investor’ in 1987 in an 
area of 1.5 lakh sq km in Central Indian 
Ocean Basin. 

8) National Institute of Ocean Technology is 
in Chennai. 
 TESS by NASA – Transiting 

Exoplanet survey satellite to search for 
exoplanets. Gj357d may be the 1st 
potential habitable World. 

 Threat to Lion are Habitat, Prey and 
Poaching. Canine Distemper Virus in 
Dogs and Lions of Gir. Gir National 
Park is in the catchment area of 
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Shetrunjiriver. Sarkala peak is in Gir 
Hills. 

 Anthrax infected Rhinos of Assam. 
 Bonavista Bay – Canada. 
 Wearable device to Link man & 

Machine. 
 Chinese hungry Ghost Festival in 

Kualalumpur, Malaysia. Malaysia does 
not cut Equator. 

 SatwikRankireddy and Chirag Shetty won 
India’s 1st ever Men’s doubles final at 
Thailand open Badminton championship. 

 Statue of Unity got UK based structural 
award - IStructE. 

 QRSAM of DRDO – Quick reaction 
surface to Air Missile 
1. It was developed by DRDO in 

association with Bharat Electronics 
Limited and Bharat Dynamics Limited 
for Army. 

 Call to reserve 21 seats in Assam for 
Indigenous groups. 

 Operation Bedlam for tourism sector for 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

 Principles of Proportionality is that we 
have to balance between 
1) The gravity of crime. 
2) Interests of victim and the society. 
3) Purpose of the criminal law. 

 Rajasthan launches new Higher Education 
Model. 

 National Minimum Floor Wage 
1. 160 rs. Ministry of Labour’s proposal 

to fix it to Rs. 178 without any defined 
criteria or method of estimation. 

2. This wage is too low as the Ministry’s 
own committee recommended Rs 375 
as the minimum. 

3. The Four codes exclude over 95% of 
the Workforce employed in informal 
units and small enterprises. 

 GDP rank fell by 2 in 2018 because of 
decline in consumption and  investments. 

 Justice Pratibha Rani committee – 
Unscientific handling of Plastic 

 Amendment in Medical Termination 
Pregnancy (MTP) Act 1971 – 

(1) Increasing the gestation period for 
terminating pregnancy in case of health 
risk to mother or the foetus to 24 – 26 
weeks from the current cap of 20 weeks. 

 Jewar Airport – UP.  
 Consumer’s Protection Bill, 2019 

1) It brings within its fold online sales, 
tele shopping, direct selling and multi 
level marketing in addition to the 
traditional methods. 

2) It will be applicable to all goods and 
services including sale or construction 
of homes or flats and telecom services. 

3) Earlier law covered unfair trade 
practices but this law defines unfair 
contracts. 

4) This law is more comprehensive. 
5) It provides for product liability for the 

1st time – action on account of harm 
caused to consumers due to a defective 
product or by deficiency in services. 

6) Manufacturers, sellers or service 
providers are legally bound to 
compensate consumers for defects and 
deficiency. 

7) It envisages a Central Consumer 
Protection Authority (CCPA) with 
powers to take action against violating 
firms unlike the current Consumer 
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Protection Councils which are only 
advisory bodies. 

8) Bill sets up mediation cells attached to 
district forums. It provides for a 
mechanism for Grievance redressal 
with respect to defects in goods and 
deficiency in services. 

9) Bill calls upon Celebrities (endorsers) 
for false and misleading ads otherwise 
penalty of 10 to 50 lakhs or ban from 
endorsements for 1 – 3 years. 

10) It dropped healthcare from the Bill. 
11) New guidelines for e-Tailers under 

COPRA 
1. 14 day deadline to effect refund 

request. 
2. Mandate e-tailers to display details of 

sellers supplying goods and services on 
their websites and  

3. Moot the procedure to resolve 
consumer complaints. 

 Thermal Power Plants current rules say 
that they have to ensure that they reduce 
SO2 and NOx emissions from their smoke 
stack for the plants commissioned before 
June 2017. 

 Fast Track Courts – 1st court established in 
2000. 

 NITI Aayog’s Transforming Mobility 
Report 
1) The report recommends a 3C 

framework (Clean, Convenient and 
Congestion free) for transforming 
overall mobility in India and to address 
twin problems of pollution and 
congestion 

 Toni Morrison – Nobel Laurate – Author. 

 NIIF to get upto $2 Bn. from Australian 
Super (National Investment and 
Infrastructure Fund) 
1) NIIF is a fund created in 2015-16 to 

enhance infrastructure financing in the 
country. 

2) NIIF is registered with SEBI as 
Category II of Alternative Investment 
Fund. 

3) The proposed corpus of NIIF is 40000 
crore (initial corpus was 20000 crore 
which may be raised by Ministry of 
Finance and Government can provide 
20000 crore per annum). 

4) It invests in both Greenfield and 
brownfield including stalled projects. 

5) It was set up to raise debt to invest in 
the equity of infrastructure finance 
companies like National Housing Bank 
and Indian Rail Finance Company. 

6) The idea is that these infrastructure 
finance companies can then leverage 
this extra equity, manifold. In that 
sense, NIIF is a banker of the banker of 
the banker. 

7) NIIF is envisaged as a fund of funds 
with the ability to make direct 
investments as required. As a fund of 
fund it may invest in other SEBI 
registered funds. 

 NIF (National Investment Fund) 
1. NIF was formed in 2005 to receive 

disinvestment proceeds of Central 
Public Sector Enterprises. It will be 
used for selected Central Socia welfare 
schemes. 

2. It is kept outside Consolidated Fund of 
India. 
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3. In 2013, it was decided that the 

disinvestment proceeds will be credited 
to Public Account under the head NIF 
and they would remain there until 
withdrawn for the approved purpose. 

 Mekedatu Project is in Karnataka on 
River Cauvery. It is a dispute between 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. It is a 
balancing reservoir project which aims to 
augment Cauvery water supply to 
Bengaluru. 

 Regional Rapid Transport System 
1. 1st RRTS from Delhi to Meerut. 
2. 2nd RRTS from Kochuveli to 

Kasaragod in Kerala. Kerala Railway 
Development Limited will be made. 

 Cinematograph Act, 1952 can't regulate 
online content of Youtube, Google, 
Hotstar, Amazon, Netflix etc. 

 Society for Integrated Coastal 
Management (SICOM) 
1. It is established under MoEF for a 

healthy coastal and  marine 
Environment. 

2. Objective is to support Integrated 
Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) 
activities in India. 

3. To promote R&D and stakeholder 
participation in management of coastal 
areas in India. 

4. To support to check violations of CRZ. 
5. It has also embarked upon the Pilot 

Project Blue Flag Beach programme 
first time in India, identifying 1 beach 
in all 13 Coastal States and UTs. 

 China's semi autonomous city of Hong 
Kong. 

 Banks get more headroom for lending to 
NBFC's  

1. Why? To increase credit flow to NBFC 
sector because of liquidity crunch 
faced by NBFCs. 

2. RBI raises cap on Bank’s exposure to a 
single NBFC to 20% of Tier I capital 
from 15%. 

3. Banks have been allowed to lend to the 
NBFCs for on-lending to the 
agriculture sector up to ₹10 lakh, up to 
₹20 lakh to micro and small 
enterprises, and for housing, up to ₹20 
lakh per borrower. These will be 
classified as priority sector lending. 

4. Mutual fund and insurance companies 
are also creditors to stressed 
NBFCs.IRDAI has taken a decision to 
enable the insurance companies to be a 
part of the inter-creditor agreement. 

5. To encourage ban ks to extend loans to 
retail consumer segments like vehicle 
loans and personal loans, RBI has 
decided to lower the  risk weight from 
125% to 100%. 

6. According to Basel norms - Tier-I 
Capital is the core capital (includes 
Paid up Capital) while the Tier-II 
capital can be said to be subordinate 
capitals. 

 Ratapani TR is in the Vindhyan Range in 
Madhya Pradesh in the Vindhyan Ranges. 

 Mexico's Prickly Pear Cactus is the 
Alternative to Plastics. 

 Bharat Ratna to Pranab Mukherjee 
andBhupen Hazarika 
&NanajiDeshmukhpostnumously. 

 Albendazole is for Deworming. 
Dolutegravirdrug is for HIV. 
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 Cyber Mitra and MahilaMitraprogramme 

of Andhra Pradesh. 
 Defence Acquisition Coucil 

1. Constituted under Defence Minister as 
its Chairman for the defence 
procurement planning process 

2. The functions include: 
1) In-principle approval of 15 Year 

Long-Term Integrated Perspective 
Plan for Defence Forces; 

2) Categorization of the acquisition 
proposals relating to ‘Buy’, ‘Buy & 
Make’ and ‘Make’; 

3) issues relating to Single vendor 
clearance; 

4) Decision regarding ‘offset’ 
provisions in respect of acquisition 
proposals above Rs. 300 crores. 

3. DAC approved NGMMCB (Next 
Generation Maritime Mobile Coastal 
Batteries) and SDR (Software 
Developed Radio) for Navy. 
1) NGMMCB will be fitted with 

Brahmos. 
2) SDR was developed by DRDO, 

BEL etc. 
 Medical Sector –  

• Issues of – Investment, Incentive, 
Training Profile. 

• Chattisgarh& Assam worked on 3 year 
training to  physician to work in rural 
areas. 

 Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 
1. Under PMLA, the Enforcement 

Directorate is empowered to conduct 
Money laundering investigation. 

2. Deleted provisions of Section 17 
(Search and Seizure) and Section 18 
(Search of Persons). 

3. All PMLA offences will be cognisable 
and non-bailable. Therefore, ED 
officers are empowered to arrest an 
accused without warrant, subject to 
certain conditions. 

4. The scope of “proceeds of crime”, 
under Section 2, has been expanded. 

 Israel Lunar Lander is known as 
Beresheet. 

 India to seek boost to protection status 
of 5 species at CITES meeting at 
Geneva, Switzerland 
1. CITES (Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species on Wild 
Fauna and Flora) is an international 
treaty to ensure that trade in wild 
animals and plants do not threaten their 
survival.  

2. 5 species include smooth-coated otter, 
small-clawed otter, Indian star tortoise, 
Tokay gecko, wedgefish and Indian 
rosewood. 

3. Star Tortoise, Smooth Coated Otter 
and Small clawed otter got Appendix I 
status in CITES. 

 Sikhism Museum is atVirasat-e-Khalsa in 
Punjab's Anantpur Sahib. 

 Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019 

1. The Amendment empowers the 
homebuyers to initiate bankruptcy 
proceedings against errant builders (to 
reduce incomplete projects). 

2. The Amendment also gives buyers the 
status of financial creditors to vote in the 
Committee of Creditors. (CoC)  
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3. The Act had brough the home buyers on 

par with the creditor anks of the property 
builder. Earlier the assets of the builder 
were divided among his employees, banks 
and other operational creditors. They 
buyers were left in the lurch. 

4. The buyers are also armed with RERA 
provisions but IBC and RERA operate in 
different spheres and can be used 
harmoniously for the interest of home 
buyers. 

 Machilipatnam Port, Andhra Pradesh  is 
the 2nd deep sea port after Vizhinjham, 
Kerala. 

 World Adivasi Day = 9 Aug. celebrated 
atKhamman, Telangana. 

 Mercury Contamation in fish –due to E-
Waste contamination. E-waste 
contaminants are Cadmium, Arsenic, 
Lead, Mercury and Zinc. 

 Rotavirus Vaccine : 
• Every child to get it by september 2019 
• Rotavirus 1 of the most common 

causes of severe diarrhoea in children 
< 2 years. 

• To reduce Diarrhoea we have 
Rotavirus vaccine, sanitation efforts, 
WASH strategy, ORS and Zinc 
Tablets. 

 MonestaryTransimission – PSB Link 
lending Repo Rates. 

 Common Service Centers under MEITy. 
 Monetary Transmission 

1. Monetary transmission is the pass-
through of the RBI’s rate actions to the 
economy at large.  

2. RBI’s most important task is to keep 
tabs on inflation by adjusting money 

supply. It also monitors the exchange 
rate and FDI. To control all this, the 
RBI uses many monetary tools. The 
repo rate, reverse repo rate and cash 
reserve requirement are being the key 
instruments.  

3. For Example: When RBI reduces the 
Repo Rate, it must cut the cost of 
borrowings viz the lending rate. This 
means the monetary transmission is 
said to have happened smoothly. 

4. But there are some problems in 
Monetary Transmission? 
1) Banks decide their lending rates 

based on the Base rate, which is the 
bare minimum rate at which a bank 
can lend. It is calculated through an 
RBI-mandated formula which 
factors in their cost of funds, 
administrative costs and 
profitability.  

2) So when RBI cuts the Repo rates, 
the lending rates should also be 
lowered. Butit doesn’t happen that 
way. 

3) Banks say, the repo rate, may be a 
signalling rate, but it has no direct 
link to their actual cost of funds. 
This is because they source only a 
minuscule portion of their funds 
from the RBI repo window.  

4) So every time the RBI cuts its 
policy repo rate, banks say, their 
costs are not really coming down. 
It is only when they cut deposit 
rates that you can hope for cheaper 
lending rates. 

 Replacement to the Seeds Act, 1966 
1. Why? 
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1) Because more than half of all seeds 

sold in India are not certified by 
any proper testing agency and are 
often of poor quality. 

2) Technology has changed, 
expectations have changed, even 
the very definition of seeds has 
changed. 

2. Center wants to mandate uniform 
certification and also barcoding all 
seeds to ensure their traceability. This 
could increase Agricultural 
productivity by 25%. 

3. Planting materials such as cuttings, 
grafting and tissue culture must also be 
brought under the ambit of law 

4. Main aim is to bring uniformity to the 
process of quality regulation. 

5. The 1966 Act starts with these words: 
“An Act to provide for regulating the 
quality of certain seeds for sale...” The 
new Bill removes the word “certain”, 
and aims to regulate the quality of all 
seeds sold in the country, as well as 
exported and imported seeds. 

6. Currently ~ 30% of seeds are saved by 
farmer for himself which he can 
replant or sell it locally. Of the 
remaining seeds, which are bought and 
sold commercially 
1) 45% comes through ICAR system 

and gone through the mandated 
certification process. 

2) 55% are sold by private companies, 
most of which are not certified, but 
rather are called ‘truthful label 
seeds’. Truthful label seeds are 
simply self certified by the 
Company. The Bill wants to 

remove this category and mandate 
certification through a proper lab 
process for all seeds. 

7. The new Bill increases penalty for non 
compliance. 

8. Center is hoping to roll out a software 
to barcode seeds in order to ensure 
transparency and traceability. For this 
National Informatics Center has 
collaborating with Agriculture 
Ministry. 

 State Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) 
like Indian Oil, Bharat Petroleum and 
Hindustan Petroleum to buy biodiesel 
made from used cooking oil. 

 RUCO is the Repurpose Used Cooking Oil 
Sticker and app to enable collection of 
used cooking oil. 

 "Positive Engineering formulae" to cut 
water supply cost. 

 Single male service personnel can avail 
child care leave. 

 UP, Delhi and Rajasthan are worst in 
breastfeeding. 

 In China we have Han and Tsing Po 
community. 

 Article 371 gives special provisions to 
Governor to discharge some special 
responsibilities. Art 371 – Gujarat and 
Maharashtra; 371 A) Nagaland ; 371 B) 
Assam; 371 C) Manipur; 371 D) & E) 
Andhra Pradesh; 371 F) Sikkim 371 G) 
Mizoram 371 H) Arunachal Pradesh; 371 
I) Goa. 

 Iron ion Battery = It is Cost effective and 
stores high amount of Energy. 

 LinkSpace – Private space company of 
China, is making reusable rocket. 
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 KAJIN SARA in Nepal is the highest lake 

in the world. Earlier Tilicho lake Manang. 
 Government to launch "Uber for tractors" 

app to aid farmers. It is known as 
Uberization of Agriculture. 

 Hampi is a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
on Tungabhadra River. It was the capital 
of Vijaynagar Empire of 14th C founded by 
Harihar and Bukka. It houses Virupaksha 
temple.VeeraputGaddi Island is near 
Hampi. UNESCO Headquarter is in Paris, 
France. 

 Krishnarajsagar Dam is at Mysuru, 
Karnataka and is located at the confluence 
of Hemvati, Yagachi and LaxmanTirath. It 
is in the Cauvery river system. Krishnaraja 
Wadiyar IV constructed this dam. But the 
Architecture belongs to M Visvesvaraya. 
The Brindavan Gardens is located here. 

 DRDO is working on the military 
technology DER (Directed Energy 
Weapons) 
1. Laser-based or microwave-based high-

power DEWs can quietly disable 
enemy drones or missiles temporarily 
or permanently without leaving 
physical debris. In contrast, the ASAT 
or anti-satellite missile that the DRDO 
left 100s of small pieces as debris. 

2. Stealth weapons Lased based or U-
Wave based can disable. 

3. DRDO's Hyderabad-based lab, Centre 
for High Energy Systems and Sciences 
(CHESS) is the node for all related 
activities. 
 Other projects  

1) Light Combat Aircraft Tejas is a 
single engine fighter plane by HAL 
and Aeronautical Development 

Agency (ADA) for Air Force and 
Navy. It will replace MiG 21 
fighters. Tejas is the 2nd supersonic 
fighter developed by HAL after HF 
24 Marut. 

2) Advanced Medium combat 
aircraft or AMCA is a 5th 
generation fighter aircraft 
developed by HAD and ADA. It is 
a twin engine, stealth, all weather, 
multi role fighter aircraft. AMCA 
would be the 3rd supersonic jet of 
Indian origin after Marut and Tejas. 

3) Pilotless hardware like combat 
drones or UCAVs (unmanned 
combat air vehicles). Any UCAV 
programme could also use the 
Kaveri as its engine. 

4) Swarm drones that fly in tandem 
for surveillance, attack or 
intelligence gathering.  

 ChandrimaSaha – 1st woman president of 
Indian National Science Academy. 

 Machi Singh (1983) and Devender Pal 
Singh (2002) cases are related to death 
penalty in ‘rarest of the rare cases’. 

 Justice J.S. Verma committee 2013 was 
established after Nirbhaya case. 

 Water & Sanitation is State Subject. 
 NITI Aayog’s Composite Water 

Management Index (see NITI Aayog 
Handout). 

 Water Crisis Examples 
1) Chennai Water Traincarrying 2.5 

million litres of water for its parched 
residents. 

2) In the U.S., Las Vegas planned to use 
excess water from the Mississippi 
river. 
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3) French engineers have dreamed up 

plans to helping water-starved African 
nations by hauling icebergs to their 
shores.  

4) Greece has used the mega Spragg trash 
bag and its ‘world’s strongest zipper’ 
to haul massive amounts of water. 

 Jio Fiber 
1. Free voice calls for life from landline 

phones. 
2. Broadband of  100 mbps.  
3. HD TV & Dish. 

 Wild Buffalo 
1. It is Chattisgarh’s State animal.It is 

mostly in Assam, Arunachal Pradesh 
and Central India. 

2. Translocated from Assam to Udanti 
Wildlife Sanctuary – Chattisgarh. 

3. The habitat includes Grasslands and 
Water bodies. Anthrax affects Wild 
Buffalo population. 

4. The population in the Northeast is ~ 
3,000-4,000, the largest in the country 
and accounting for 92% of the world 
population.  

5. It is listed under Schedule 1 of the 
Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, and 
classified as Endangered in the IUCN. 

 Nagarjunsagaris in between Telangana and 
Andrapradesh border. It is located at the 
confluence of Dindi and Krishna river.  

 Krishna Wildlife sanctuary is in Andhra 
Pradesh. 

 Nagayalankamandal at the confluence of 
Krishna river and Bay of Bengal is the 
testing site for Pinaka multi barrel rocket 
launcher. Pinaka is indigenously 
developed by DRDO for Indian Army. 
Range is 40 – 70 km. 

 CSIR – Central Food Technology 
Research Institute  is inMysuru. 

 PET has e-Waste chemicals + Selenium, 
Bisphenol A. It impacts nervous and 
kidney system. 

 Ayushman Bharat covers cancer 
treatment: It covers 2 components (Also 
see NITI Handout) 
1) Create 1.5 lakh Health and Wellness 

Centers (HWCs)  
1. By transforming existing Primary 

Health Centers and sub centers.  
2. It will cover maternal and child 

health services, non communicable 
diseases, free essential drugs and 
diagnostics services.  

2) PM Jan ArogyaYojana (PMJAY) 
1. It aims at providing health 

insurance cover of 5 lakhs per 
family per year for secondary and 
tertiary hospitalization. 10 crore 
families and 50 crore beneficiaries. 
No cap on family size.  

2. It was earlier known as National 
Health Protection Scheme and 
rechristened as PMJAY. It was 
launched in 2018.  

3. The beneficiaries selections are 
based on SECC data for rural and 
urban areas respectively.  

4. It subsumed 
RashtriyaSwasthyaBimaYojana 
(which had family cap of 5 
members) of 2008 and Senior 
Citizen Health Insurance Scheme.  

5. PMJAY is World’s largest health 
insurance scheme for both public 
and private hospitals.  
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6. All pre existing conditions are 

covered from day 1.  
7. Covers prehospitalization and post 

hospitalization charges.  
8. Benefits are portable across the 

country.  
9. One of the core principles is 

cooperative federalism and 
flexibility to States. 

 AI system is based on Algorithm. 
 Golconda Fort is in 

Hyderabad.Hussainsagar Dam is in 
Hyderabad over Musi River, Krishna River 
system. In and around Golconda we get 
Diamonds. 

 Landslide in Kerala. 
 App for waste collection – Solid, wet or 

Construction and Demolition waste 
collected by urban local bodies. 

 Health Sector 
1. Health is a State subject.  
2. According to Health Ministry, at 

present, 57.3% of personnel currently 
practising allopathic medicine do not 
have a medical qualification. 

3. Urban to rural doctor density ratio of 
3.8:1, and India’s poor doctor-
population ratio of 1:1456 as compared 
with the WHO standards of 1:1000. 

4. Section 15 of the Indian Medical 
Council Act, 1956 prohibits a person 
other than a medical practitioner 
enrolled on a State Medical Register to 
practice medicine in the State.  

5. Besides, there are also 7.63 lakh 
Ayurveda, Unani and Homeopathy 
(AUH) doctors in the country.  

6. Chhattisgarh and Assam have 
experimented with community health 

workers and it is successful. Ministry 
is now looking into bringing in mid-
level healthcare providers to relieve 
overburdened specialists. 

7. Countries such as Thailand, United 
Kingdom, China and even [a city like] 
New York have permitted community 
health workers/ nurse practitioners into 
mainstream health services, with 
improved health outcomes.  

 EU kics off delimitation process under 
J&K Reorganization Act. 
1. What is Delimitation? 

1) Delimitation Commission (DC) or 
Boundary commission is 
established under DC Act. 

2) Main task is to redraw the 
boundaries of various Lok Sabha 
and Assembly constituencies based 
on recent census. 

3) Present Delimitation is done under 
2001 census by Delimitation Act, 
2002. 

2. J&K Reorganisation Act, 2019, 
provides for increasing the number of 
assembly seats in the newly formed 
UT of Jammu and Kashmir from 107 
to 114.The Act also specifies that 
delimitation will be based on the 2011 
census till 2026. 

3. Ladakh will be a UT without 
Legislative Assembly. 

 CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility) 
Committee recommendations 
1. The recommendations will make CSR 

expenditure tax deductible and that 
compliance violations be treated as a 
civil offence that attracts penalties. 
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2. Aligning Schedule 7 of the Companies 

Act (which outlines the kinds of 
activities that qualify as CSR) with the 
UN SDGs. 

3. Introducing impact assessment studies 
for CSR obligations of ₹5 crore or 
more. 

4. It has also recommended that unspent 
CSR funds be transferred to an escrow 
account within 30 days of the end of 
the financial year. 

 Amendment to Companies Act 
1. Parliament have now made non-

compliance with CSR norms a 
jailable offence for key officers of 
the company, apart from hefty fines 
up to ₹25 lakh on the company and 
₹5 lakh on the officer in default. 
(Committee said make it a Civil 
offence) 

2. CSR provisions: Every company 
with a net worth of ₹500 crore or 
turnover of ₹1,000 crore or net 
profit of ₹5 crore should spend 2% 
of the average profits it made over 
the previous three years on social 
development.  

3. The average CSR of Private 
companies was just 95 lakhs 
compared to 9.4 crore by Public 
Sector Units. 

 All NBFCs under housing are regulated by 
RBI. 

 Partial Credit Guarantee Facility for 
PSBs (Public Sector Banks) 
1. The Scheme would enable the PSBs to 

purchase the high-rated pooled assets 
of financially sound non-banking 

financial companies (NBFCs) and 
housing finance companies (HFCs) 
worth rs 1 lakh crore. For a period of 6 
months. 

2. It is expected that this measure would 
provide liquidity to the NBFC Sector. 

3. To address temporary asset liability 
mismatches of otherwise solvent 
NBFCs/HFCs without having to resort 
to distress sale of their assets for 
meeting their commitments. 

 Pehlu Khan lynching case. 
 Swach Bharat Abhiyan, 2014 

1. Launched to eliminate open defecation 
by constructing toilets and promoting 
their usage through widespread 
behavior change programmes. 

2. 2 components: Rural component under 
Jal Shakti Ministry and Urban 
component under Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Affairs. 

3. SBM (Urban) 
1) Under Ministry of Housing and 

Urban 
2) It includes elimination of open 

defecation, conversion of 
unsanitary toilets to pour flush 
toilets, eradication of manual 
scavenging, municipal solid waste 
management and behavioral 
change. 

3) 1.04 crore households. Community 
toilets in residential areas. Public 
toilets. 

4. SBM (Gramin) 
1) Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan is 

restructured into SBM (Gramin). 
2) Aims to make India open 

defecation free, Solid and Liquid 

Aspire IASThe name associated with excellence 

10/70 Old  Rajeneder Nagar N.Delhi          www.aspireias.com          8010068998/9999801394 
©2020 ASPIRE IAS. All rights reserved 



18 

PT POINTERS–2020 

TEA TIME BULLetin- AUGUST -2019 
waste management and making 
Gram Panchayats ODF, clean and 
sanitized. 

3) Technology to be used to convert 
waste to wealth in the form of 
biofertilizer. 

4) Involvement of every Gram 
Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti and 
ZilaParishad. 

5) Incentive based. 
5. SwachhVidyalayaAbhiyan 
1) The Ministry of Human Resource 

Development has launched SVA under 
SBM. 

2) Objective to provide separate toilets 
for boys and girls in all government 
schools within 1 year. 

3) It also includes WASH and it supports 
financially SarvaShikshaAbhiyan 
(SSA) and 
RashtriyaMadhyamikShikshaAbhiyan 
(RMSA). 

6. RashtriyaSwachhtaKosh 
1) It is set up to facilitate and 

channelize individual philanthropic 
contribution and Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) funds to 
achieve the objective of Clean 
India by 2019. 

 ODF+ Phase 
1. Look beyond toilets and focus on 4 

main verticals 
1) Solid Waste management divided 

into 
1. Biodegradable Waste and 
2. Plastic Waste (Collection and 

sorting at block level, use it in 
cement plants and brick kilns) 

2) Liquid Waste Management divided 
into 
1. Grey Water or Kitchen Waste 

Water and 
2. Faecal waste 

 SwachchSurvekshan 2019 
1. It is taken to assess the rural and urban 

areas for their level of cleanliness and 
implementation of Swachhta Mission 
initiatives. Objective includes Citizen 
participation and awareness. 

2. It fosters a spirit of healthy 
competition among towns and cities 
for better delivery of services. 

3. Quality Council of India is carrying 
out the assessment. 

4. Indore has been awarded the cleanest 
city in the country in the 
SwachhSurvekshan (Urban) 2019 
awards while Bhopal has been declared 
as the cleanest capital. Ujjain has 
bagged the award for being the 
cleanest city in the population category 
of 3 lakh to 10 lakh. 

5. Haryana was ranked as the best State 
while Satara District of Maharashtra 
was ranked as the best district as per 
the ranking undertaken by 
SwachhSurvekshan(Grameen) 2018. 
Uttar Pradesh was rewarded for 
maximum citizens’ participation. 

 MoEFplans to provide “temporary” 
forest clearances  
1. To prospective bidders for mines 

whose leases are set to expire in March 
2020.  To avoid potential drop in the 
iron production between 2020 and 
2022. 
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2. This relaxation was necessary because 

of a change in the Mines and Minerals 
(Development and Regulation) 
Amendment Act, 2015, in which, 
unlike in previous years when mining 
leases were extended every 20 years, 
new leases would be issued for 50 
years. 

 RPA, 1951 mandates a person convicted 
under Prevention of Corruption Act can't 
contest an election for 6 years after release. 

 Narendra Modi and Emmanuel Macron 
of France won “Champions of Earth 
Award”. 
1. We have targeted generation of 175 

GW of solar and wind energy by 2022. 
2. We are already the 5thlargest producer 

of solar energy in the world.  
3. Not only this, we are also the 6thlargest 

producer of renewable energy. China is 
1st and Brazil is 3rd. 

4. China is way ahead of India in its 
expansion. Over the 2014-17 period, 
1) China added 207 GW ~ 6 times 

India’s 33.3 GW to its renewable 
energy capacity. 

2) China increased its installed 
capacity in solar energy by 105.5 
GW, ~ 7 times India’s 14.3GW. 

5. We were supposed to eliminate coal 
but India’s annual coal demand rose by 
9.1% to ~ 1 billion tonnes in 2018-19. 
Coal is in the top 5 imports. Carbon 
emissions from coal are ~ twice 
emissions from natural gas and much 
higher than those from petroleum. 

 Vir Chakra for Wing 
CommanderAbhinandan. It is presented 
for acts of gallantry in the presence of the 

enemy on the battlefield. It is 3rd in 
precedence after ParamVir Chakra and 
MahaVir Chakra. 

 Steep rise in NPA and decline in the credit 
flow in the last 5 years viz 2015-2019. 

 Chief of Defence Staff – New position 
above all 3 – Navy, Army and Airforce. 

 Jal Jeevan Mission — is to give 
functional tap-water to every household in 
the country by 2024. 

 TheKrishi app = Users can connect with 
more than 200 experts who are mostly 
farmers with expertise in different crops 
and modes of agriculture. 

 Kondappalli toys of AP. 
 Museum of communication in Bengaluru. 
 Ebola 

1) It is a viral hemorrhagic fever in 
humans and other primates. It is a 
zoonotic disease carried by Fruit Bats. 

2) It was 1st discovered in 1976 in Sudan 
and DRC and it takes its name through 
Ebola river in DRC. 

3) After 1976, in 2014-16 the cases 
emerged in Guinea, Sierra Leone and 
then Liberia. The current 2018-19 
outbreak is in eastern DRC. 

4) The virus spreads through direct 
contact with body fluids like blood.  

5) WHO has declared it as a global health 
emergency. 

 Merck’s Vaccine (VSV – EBOV) is for 
Ebola but not able to stop the disease it 
tracks.Zmapp, Remdesivir, REGN-EB3 
and mAB114 drugs are also for Ebola out 
of which REGN EB3 and mAb114 gave 
good results. 

 New emperor of Japan – Naruhito. 
 Nuclear pollution at Norway. 
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 New cure for TB: US Food and Drugs 

administration approves it. BPal Regime = 
Bedaquiline, Pretomanid and Linezolid. 
TB is caused by bacteria Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis that most affect the lungs. It is 
curable and preventable. It is 
communicable and can be spread through 
air. 

 High TB prevalence in MP tribe because 
of poor housing, alcoholism and seasonal 
migration. 

 A study on Microplastics in the 
atmosphere and Arctic 
1. Minute microplastic particles have 

been detected in the Arctic and the 
Alps, carried by the wind and later 
washed out in the snow. We have 
health risks of inhalation.  

2. Every year, several million tonnes of 
plastic litter course through rivers and 
out to the oceans, where they are 
gradually broken down into smaller 
fragments through the motion of waves 
and the ultraviolet light of the sun. 

3. Microplastic particles can be 
transported tremendous distances 
through the atmosphere. 

4. These particles, defined as shreds less 
than five millimeters in length, are 
later washed out of the air by 
precipitation, particularly snow. 

5. Previously experts confirmed that 
pollen from near the equator ends up in 
the Arctic.Similarly, dust from the 
Sahara desert can cover thousands of 
kilometres and end up in northeast 
Europe. 

 Kolam is a powder. 

 Metamaterial(smart clothing) allows 
radio waves like Bluetooth& Wi-Fi to 
glide across clothing between wearable 
devices instead of radiating outwards in all 
directly. It can establish stronger 
connections faster and save energy. 

 Santhal tribe lives in Rajmahal Hills which 
is in between Jharkhand and Odisha. 
Ganga takes a rightward turn here. It is an 
extension of Chota Nagpur Plateau. 

 Odisha to set up maritime board.It will 
administer, control and manage non-major 
ports, non-nationalised inland waterways 

 Jayakwadi Dam is in Maharashtra on 
Godavari River. 

 New space India Ltd. (NSIL) 2019 in 
Bengaluru 

1. It is the 2nd commercial entity and a 
new business arm of Department of 
Space (Bengaluru) to promote 
Indian space commerce. 

2. 1st commercial entity is Antrix 
Corporation Limited, which was 
set up in 1992 to market products 
and services of the ISRO. 

3. For almost a decade, ISRO has 
been planning to hand the 
production over to public and 
private industries and itself focus 
on its core job of space R&D. 

4. Mandate of NSIL 
1) Transfer technology to industry for 

producing the commercially 
successful PSLV spacecraft 
launchers;  

2) Outsource assembly of small 
satellites and the upcoming Small 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV).  
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3) It would also be tasked to 

“commercially exploit the R&D 
work done by ISRO centres and 
DoS constituents” 

 ICMR finalised India’s 1st National 
Essential Diagnostics List (NEDL) 

1. India has become the first country 
to compile such a list that would 
provide guidance to the 
government for deciding the kind 
of diagnostic tests that different 
healthcare facilities in villages and 
remote areas require. 

2. The list is meant for facilities from 
village till the district level. 

3. WHO released 1st edition of 
essential diagnostics list (EDL) in 
May 2018 but India has Indianized 
it as per out healthcare priorities. 

 Radioactive contamination in Punjab and 
Haryana leads to Cancer.  

 Greenland is World’s biggest Island. It is 
important for the militarization of Arctic. 
USA wants to built a permanent military 
base at Nuuk (against Russia’s 
Murmansk). 

 India - Bhutan 
1. PM isLotayTshering. India – Bhutan 

are natural partners (also Israel). 
2. MangdecchuHydroelectric 

project.India's Rupay card launched in 
Bhutan. 

3. SimtokhaDzong built in 1629 by 
ShandrungNamgyal was a Monastic & 
administrative center. 

4. India- Bhutan are natural partners. 
(Also Israel). 

 KappawalaAgiary / Fire temple: It is a 
Parsi temple. They celebratenewyear on 
March 21 at the time of Spring Equinox. 

 Devdhar, Ton and Kail trees on the 
Chardham Highway in Uttarakhand. 

 NASA's Fermi Gama ray Space 
Telescope. Gamma Rays are part of 
electromagnetic spectrum having short 
wavelengths and are highly energetic. 

 Smart Drago 1 rocket is China’s 1st 
rocket for commercial use. It is a part of 
China's drive to commercialise the rockets 
sector, where more private rocket firm are 
allowed to enter the market to compete 
with each other 

 Pune metro to get Aluminium bodied 
coaches. They are lighter, Energy efficient, 
better aesthetics. By Titagarh wagons – 
Indigenously built. Better than Germany 
wagons. 

 Statue of Unity – Sadhu bet Island. World 
class Zoo to come up at Kevadiya, Gujarat. 
Gujarat has the longest coastline. Gujarat 
is the only state having 3 cash crops – 
Tobacco, Groundnut and Cotton.  

 Kambala Bull Race in Karnataka. 
Jallikattu Bull Fight in Tamil Nadu. 
Bailgada Sharyat, Chhakadi or 
Shankarpath bull race in Maharashtra. 

 Order of Zayed of UAE to Modi – Highest 
civilian award. 

 Nicotine is a class A poison under 
Karnataka poison Rules, 2015 e- Cigarrete 
has Cyanogen, HCN (Hydrocyanic Acid), 
Nitrogen Peroxide and Phosgene. 

 Tawi River is in Jammu. 
 NTPC to set up 5000 MW solar park in 

Kutch. 
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 G-7/ Group of 7 Summit = Biarritz, 

France. India was a participant. G7 are the 
IMF declared 7 largest economies of the 
World – they are USA, Canada, France, 
Italy, Germany, UK and Japan. It represent 
40% of global GDP and 10% of World 
population. 2020 Summit is in USA and 
2021 summit is in UK. 

 Amazon opens its world's biggest ever 
campus in Gachibowli, Hydrabad. 1st 
owned office building outside USA. 

 Kutch desert was a forest earlier because 
of emergent coast & continental drift. 
Elephant like mammal was known as 
Gomphothere. It likely had Giraffes, 
Rhino, Elephant, crocodile  in the Miocene 
period. 

 Tirur Vettila of Kerala gets a GI Tag. It is 
a betel leaf. It is unique for its high content 
of total chlorophyll and protein in fresh 
leaves. Eugenol is the major essential oil in 
Tirur betel leaf contributing to its 
pungency. 

 GI tag to Tamil Nadu's Dindigul Lock and 
Kandangi saree. 

 NISHTHA – National Initiative for 
School Heads and Teachers’ Holistic 
Advancement 
1. It is a training programme. It aims to 

build competencies among all the 
teachers and school principals at the 
elementary stage. 

 World Issues going on: 
1. Nagorno-Karabakh – Azerbaijan 
2. Trans- Dniester – Moldovo 
3. Baluchistan – Pakistan 
4. West Papua – Indonesia 
5. Oromos & Somolis – Ethiopia 
6. Kurds – Turkey 

7. Tamils – Srilanka 
8. Ossetia & Abkhazia – Georgia 
9. Nagas & Bodos – India 
10. Chechens – Russia. 

 Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 
Bill, 2019 
1) The Act can designate individual as a 

terrorist (earlier organization) and their 
properties can be seized. Also a travel 
ban on them after declaration. 

2) More power to the Center encroaching 
upon the authority of the States. 

3) It will amend UAPA, 1967. 
 Major constituent of Cannabis is 

Tetrahydra-Cannabinol, though it has  > 
500 other chemicals. 

 Man-made factors leading to devastation 
point to the unsustainability of the so-
called ‘Kerala Model’, a term used to 
describe the economic policy underpinning 
the State’s recent growth and development 
history.  

 Abolition of Foreign Investment 
Promotion Board (FIPB) in 2017 
1. FIPB with the remit to consider and 

recommend FDI which does not come 
under the automatic route. It acted as a 
single window clearance for proposals 
on FDI. 

2. FIPB was housed in Department of 
Economic Affairs, Ministry of 
Finance. 

 Reorganization of Army HeadQuarters 
(AHQ)  
1. It is the biggest transformation exercise 

of the Army since independence. 
2. A separate Vigilance Cell under Chief 

of Army Staff (COAS) with tri-
services representation. 
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3. An umbrella organisation under Vice 

Chief of Army Staff (VCOAS) for 
enhanced focus on Human Rights (HR) 
issues. 

 General Abdel Fattah Al Burhan of Sudan. 
 Rajasthan ranked 1st in National Health 

Mission for the implementation of free 
medical scheme. 

 National Health Mission 
1) It encompasses its two Sub-Missions 

(from 2013), the National Rural Health 
Mission (NRHM) - 2005 and the 
National Urban Health Mission 
(NUHM).  

2) The main programmatic components 
include  
1. Health System Strengthening in 

rural and urban areas  
2. Reproductive-Maternal- Neonatal-

Child and Adolescent Health 
(RMNCH+A), and  

3. Communicable and Non-
Communicable Diseases.  

3) The NHM envisages achievement of 
universal access to equitable, 
affordable & quality health care 
services that are accountable and 
responsive to people’s needs. 

4) Targets 
1. Reduce MMR to 1 per 1000 live 

births. 
2. Reduce IMR to 25 per 1000 live 

births. 
3. Reduce TFR to 2.1 
4. Prevention and reduction of 

anaemia in women aged 15 – 49 
years. 

5. Prevent and reduce mortality and 
morbidity from communicable, non 

communicable, injuries and 
emerging diseases. 

6. Reduce household out of pocket 
expenditure on total heathcare 
expenditure. 

7. Reduce annual incidence and 
mortality from TB by half. 

8. Reduce prevalence of Leprosy to < 
1 per 10000 population and 
incidence to zero in all districts. 

9. Annual Malaria incidence to be < 1 
per 1000. 

10. < 1% Microfilaria prevalence in all 
districts. 

11. Kala Azar Elimination by 2015, < 
1 case per 10000 population in all 
blocks. 

 National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) 
1. NRHM was launched in 2005 to 

provide accessible, affordable and 
quality health care to the rural 
population, especially the vulnerable 
groups. 

2. Under the NRHM, the Empowered 
Action Group (EAG) States as well as 
North Eastern States, Jammu and 
Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh have 
been given special focus.  

3. The thrust of the mission is on 
establishing a fully functional, 
community owned, decentralized 
health delivery system with inter-
sectoral convergence at all levels. 

 National Urban Health Mission 
(NUHM) 
1. It envisages to meet health care needs 

of the urban population with the focus 
on urban poor, by making available to 
them essential primary health care 
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services and reducing their out of 
pocket expenses for treatment. It also 
includes convergence with various 
schemes. 

2. NUHM would endeavour to achieve its 
goals through 
1) Need based city specific urban 

health care system to meet the 
needs of urban poor and other 
vulnerable sections. 

2) Institutional mechanism and 
management systems. 

3) Partnership with communities and 
local bodies, NGOs etc. 

3. It would cover all State capitals, 
district Headquarters and cities/ towns 
with a population of > 50000. It would 
primarily focus on slum dwellers and 
other marginalized groups like 
rickshaw pullers, street vendors, 
railway and bus station coolies, 
homeless people, street children, 
construction site workers. 

4. Center: State Funding Pattern is 75:25 
for all States and Northeastern and 
Himalayan States is 90:10. 

 Pplparticip&devt by community. 
 Linganamakki Reservoir – Shimoga 

River. Hydro-electricity to Bhadravati Iron 
and Steel Plant. Shimoga village has a self 
built Bridge. It is an example of people’s 
participation and Development by 
community. 

 Oxytocin =  
1. It is a 1st Line drug administered to 

save lives of young mothers suffering 
from excessive bleeding immediately 
after childbirth. 

2. The government has banned retail sale 
and private manufacture (also for 
domestic use) of oxytocin through 
Section 26 A of Drugs & Cosmetics 
Act, 1940. Only PSU could 
manufacture the drug. 

3.  The reason for the ban is the misuse of 
oxytocin in dairy animals, like 
buffaloes, to increase milk production. 
There is a little evidence that it makes 
the cattle barren and that the milk of 
such cattle hurt humans. But still it is 
banned because Oxytocin can be 
overused in the absence of oversight by 
a veterinary doctor. At high doses, it 
can hurt animals. Also, when untrained 
dairy farmers are administering the 
injection, it can cause pain for the 
animals. 

4. A ban might lead to scarcity and high 
drug prices. 

 Ram Pradhan Committee for Coastal 
Security. 

 H.R. Khan Committee – Eased 
regulatory restrictions to make life easier 
for FPIs (Foreign Portfolio Investors). 
1. In India, FPI refers to FIIs or their 

subaccounts or Qualified Foreign 
Investors (QFI) who are permitted to 
hold upto 10% stake in a company. 
The new FPI regime started in 2014. 
SEBI in 2018 introduced a new system 
for monitoring of FPIs. 

2. Categories of FPI 
1) Category I (Low Risk) = It 

includes Government and entities 
like Foreign Central Banks, 
Sovereign wealth Funds, 
Multilateral Organizations, etc. 

Aspire IASThe name associated with excellence 

10/70 Old  Rajeneder Nagar N.Delhi          www.aspireias.com          8010068998/9999801394 
©2020 ASPIRE IAS. All rights reserved 



25 

PT POINTERS–2020 

TEA TIME BULLetin- AUGUST -2019 
2) Category II (Moderate Risk) = It 

includes regulated entities like 
Banks, Pension Funds, Insurance 
Companies, Mutual Funds, 
Investment Trusts, Asset 
Management Companies etc. 

3) Category III (High Risk) = It 
includes all other FPIs not in above 
2 categories. 

3. FPIs are permitted to invest in 
Government Securities with a 
minimum residual maturity of one 
year. However, FPIs have been 
prohibited from investing in T-Bills. 

4. FPIs belonging to Category III will not 
be allowed to issue Offshore 
Derivative Instruments (ODIs) and/or 
Participatory Notes (PNs). 

5. NSDL and CDSL will maintain data 
on FPIs. 

6. In Budget 2019, Tax surcharge 
announced for entities with an income 
of > ₹2 crore would not be levied on 
foreign portfolio investors (FPIs). 

 India – Russia 
1. Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) 

1) EEF is an international forum held 
each year in Vladivostok, Russia 
for encouraging foreign investment 
in Russia’s Far East.  

2) Russia’s Far East is the area 
between Lake Baikal in Eastern 
Siberia and Pacific Ocean.  

3) India plans to invest in Russia's Far 
East. 

2. Sochi Informal summit with Russia 
in 2018. 

 India holds 2+2 dialogue with USA and 
Japan = Foreign Secretary and Defense 
Secretary. 

 IBAMA is Brazil’s Environmental 
Enforcement Agency. 

 Mare Orientale basin is on the Moon. 
Chandrayaan 2 scans Mitra crater (based 
on Sisir Kumar Mitra who was a 20th C 
Radio physicist). 

 FEDOR Robot of Russia 
1. Final Experimental Demonstration 

Object Research is the 1st ever robot 
sent by Russia. 

2. Russia launched Soyuz capsule from 
the Baikonur, Kazakhstan to send a 
lifesize "Humanoid robot into space".  
Fedor is also known as Skybot F850. 

3. Fedor will be trained to assist 
astronauts on the ISS (International 
Space Station)  

 Man Animal Conflict on NH 20 in Odisha. 
 Baltic Chain at Tsim Sha Tsui waterfront 

at Hong Kong for supporting Freedom and 
Democracy in Hongkong.  

 1st ever World Youth Conference for 
Kindness 
1. Organised by the UNESCO Mahatma 

Gandhi Institute of Education for 
Peace and Sustainable Development 
(MGIEP). 

2. The theme of the conference was 
‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam: Gandhi for 
the Contemporary World: Celebrating 
the 150th birth anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

3. It was aimed at providing youth with 
creative, effective methods of engaging 
and realising the United Nations 
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Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). 

 Halagi Player from Kolhapur Anniversary 
of Annabhau Sathe. 

 Composite Water Management Index 
1. Developed by NITI Aayog in 

collaboration with Ministry of Rural 
Development, Jal Shakti Ministry and 
States and UTs. 

2. 2 special groups = Northeast & 
Himalayan States and Other States. 

3. 9 themes = Water bodies restoration; 
Groundwater and Surface water 
restoration; 2 supply side (major & 
medium irrigaton, Watershed 
Development); 2 demand side 
(participatory irrigation, On Farm 
Water Use); Rural Drinking Water; 
Urban water supply & sanitation; 
Policy and Governance. 

4. Findings? 
1) Access to safewater is a biggest 

threat for 600 million people.  
2) 6% GDP loss.  
3) Demand will increase twice by 

2030. 
4) Gujarat > MP > AP. In NE & 

Himlayan States, Tripura top. 
 Financial Action Task Force 

1. It is an intergovernmental body 
established in 1989 by G7 Summit in 
Paris. 

2. It was established initially to combat 
money laundering. Later in 2001 it 
added terrorist financing and in 2012, 
added proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction. 

3. The objectives of the FATF are to set 
standards and promote effective 

implementation of legal, regulatory 
and operational measures for 
combating money laundering, terrorist 
financing and other related threats to 
the integrity of the international 
financial system.  The FATF is 
therefore a “policy-making body”.  

4. India is a member of FATF. 
5. FATF Group "Blacklists" Pakistan 

(with respect to money laundering and 
terrorist financing). 

 Sea Water Rise 
1. The sea is advancing at the rate of 15 

metres a year. 
2. Threat to Kapil Muni Shrine on Sagar 

Island, Sundarbans. Gangasagar Fair 
happens here. 

3. As a solution, State has given approval 
to construction of sea walls using 
offshore submerged geotubes (sand-
like material filled into geo-textile 
tube). 

 NCTE conducting 1st ever performance 
appraisals of 1900 institutions it 
oversees 
1. National Council for Teacher’s 

Education is a body established in 
1973. The National Policy on 
Education (NPE), 1986 and the 
Programme of Action thereunder, 
envisaged a NCTE with a statutory 
status and thus it was given in 1995. 

2. It is an advisory body for the Central 
and State Governments on all matters 
pertaining to teacher education. 

 Kalvi Tholaikkaatchi is an Education 
channel launched by Tamil Nadu 
government. 
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 We import Oil and Natural Gas and 

Sovereign Funds from UAE. 
 Apusiajik Glacier is in Greenland. USA 

opened a consulate in Greenland in 1940 
after Nazi occupation of Denmark. 
Greenland is a territory of Denmark. 
Greenland is also a militarization zone at 
Nuuk of USA. 

 New rule of International Cricket Council 
– player will be replaced in case of 
concussion or suspected concussion. 

 Hyrogen Sensor developed by IIT 
Jodhpur. 

 Wasabi receptor is embedded in sensory 
nerve endings throughout the body. 
Scientist have discovered a scorpion toxin 
that targets the Wasabi reception. 

 Iron mud festival at Russia. Lake Tamuka 
is in Russia. 

 7 new species on insects that can walk on 
water like Mesovelia Andamana and 
Mesovelia Brevia. 

 P.V. Sindhu – World championship 
defeated Japan's Nozomi Okuhara. 

 Mcr. BC’ structure is determined by 
IISER team 
1. It is a complex bacterial protein which 

helps prevent viral infections in a 
bacterial cell & function as a molecular 
scissor. They used Cryo-EM or 
Electron cryomicroscopy. 

2. It has long term implications in ‘phage 
therapy’ and could help combat drug 
resistant infections.  

3. Molecular scissors not only cut the 
viral DNA, but also regulate the entry 
of other foreign DNA that might host 
an antibiotic resistance gene. 

4. Phages are groups of viruses that infect 
& kill bacterial cells and Phage 
Therapy is the therapeutic use of 
bacteriophages to treat bacterial 
infections. 

5. Enzymes are the protein molecules in 
cells. 

6. GTP (guanosine triphosphate)  is an 
energy currency of the bacterial cell. 

7. Indian Institute of Science Education 
and Research is an Institute of National 
Importance.  

 NGT chairperson = Adarsh Kumar 
Goel. 

1. NGT is a statutory body 
under NGT Act, 2010. It 
was established for 
Effective and expeditious 
disposal of cases relating to 
environmental protection 
and conservation of forests 
and other natural resources 
including enforcement of 
any legal right relating to 
environment and giving 
relief and compensation for 
damages to persons and 
property and for matters 
connected therewith or 
incidental thereto. 

2. NGT will be guided by 
Principles of Natural Justice 
and not Code of Civil 
Procedure (CCP), 1908 and 
Indian Evidence Act, 1872. 
However NGT is vested 
with powers of civil court 
under CCP for discharging 
its functions.  
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3. According to NGT Act, 

NGT can regulate its own 
procedure. 

4. NGT is mandated to 
dispose the cases within 6 
months of filing it. 

5. Delhi is the principal place 
of sitting while Bhopal, 
Pune, Kolkata and Chennai 
are other 4. 

 National clean Air Programme, 2019  
1. It was launched by MoEF with cut the 

concentration of coarse particles 
(particulate matter of diameter 10 mm 
or less or PM 10) and fine particles 
(PM 2.5 -  diameter 2.5 mm or less) by 
at least 20% in the next 5 years, with 
2017 as the base year. 

2. On the basis of WHO and air quality 
data, 102 cities from 23 States and UTs 
(not all) have been chosen as non 
attainment cities.  

3. Except Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata and 
Bengaluru most of the cities are Tier II 
cities. 

4. Maharashtra has most number of cities 
followed by UP. 

5. CSIR National Physical Laboratory 
will now certify Air Quality 
Monitoring Instruments against the 
demand of States for low cost air 
quality monitoring instruments that can 
monitor levels of nitrous oxides, ozone 
and particulate matter. 

 NCPCR survey says that ~ 5000 children 
in 6 – 14 years are engaged in Mica 
mining in Jharkhand and Bihar. Mica is 
used in buildings and electronics and in the 
production of cosmetics and paint. India is 

one of the largest producers of Mica and 
Jharkhand and Bihar are the main 
producers. 

 Currencies: Turkey – Lira. Brazil – Riyal. 
South Africa – Rand. Mexico – Peso. 
Finland – Euro. 

 India is launching Shreenathji temple in 
Bahrain. 

 IMF's Annual observance report of Special 
Data dissemination standard for 2018. 

 Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel 
(WGEEP) Chaired by Madhav Gadgil 
1. Plachimada Panchayat vs Coca Cola 

case: Kerala leads the country in 
democratic devolution. Kerala High 
Court cancelled Coca Cola license as it 
polluted and depleted groundwater 
reserves. 

2. The WGEEP called for a model of 
conservation and development 
compatible with each other. 

3. It sought a replacement of the 
prevailing ‘Develop Recklessly, 
Conserve Thoughtlessly’ pattern with 
one of ‘Develop Sustainably, Conserve 
Thoughtfully.’  

4. Demarcate areas within the Western 
Ghats Region and to recommend for 
notification of such areas as 
ecologically sensitive zones under the 
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

5. In line with the National Forest Policy, 
it decided to assign 60% of the total 
area of Western Ghats in Kerala as 
zone of highest ecological sensitivity 
ESZ1. 3 indicators for ESZ1 are 
elevation, slope and natural 
vegeatation. Quarrying, mining, new 
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plantations, construction of houses and 
roads to be avoided in ESZ1 areas. 

 BimalJalan Committee: to review the 
RBI’s Economic capital framework. 
1. RBI gave 1.76 lakh crores to the 

Center.  
2. RBI forms the primary bulwark for 

monetary, financial and external 
stability. 

3. Panel recommended a clear distinction 
between 2 components of Economic 
Capital 
1) Realized Equity: Built up from 

retained earnings. To be used to 
meet all risks/ losses. 

2) Revaluation Balances: They 
represented unrealized valuation 
gains and hence not distributable. 
They can be reckoned only as risk 
buffers against market risks. 

4. RBI’s provisioning for monetary, 
financial and external stability risks is 
India’s savings for a ‘rainy day’, (a 
monetary or financial stability crisis) 
which is maintained with RBI for its 
role as a Lender of the Last Resort and 
Monetary Authority. This risk 
provisioning is known as Contingent 
Risk Buffer (CRB). 

5. The Committee recommended ‘Surplus 
Distribution Policy’, which says only if 
realized equity is above its 
requirement, the entire net income will 
be transferable to the Government.  

6. It recommended to align the RBI’s 
accounting year with the financial year. 
The accounting years of RBI is April 
to March and RBI’s accounting year is 
July to June. 

 Z+ Security for Ex. PM. 
 Chippiparai Dogs is the native breed of 

Tamil Nadu. Microchipping initiative of 
Tamil Nadu veterinary college. 

 Karapurkar & Sawant committees to 
identify how much sq. km of land in Goa 
to be declared as a private forest. 

 'EU as a bloc' is India's largest trading 
partner. EU Headquarter is in Brussels, 
Belgium. 

 Special Infrastructure Scheme by Ministry 
of Home Affairs for development work in 
Left Wing Extremist affected districts.. 

 Peacock Parachute Spider or Gooty 
Tarantula or  (Poecilotheria metallica) 
1. It is a Critically Endangered species of 

tarantula found for the 1st time beyond 
its known habitat in the Eastern Ghats 
(which is degraded forests near 
Nandyal in Andhra Pradesh).  

2. Now, it was spotted in the Pakkamalai 
Reserve Forests in Andhra Pradesh. 

3. It is endemic to India. 
 Child Well Being Index 

1. By NGO World Vision India and 
research institute IFMR LEAD. 

2. This report provides insights on health, 
nutrition, education, sanitation and 
child protection on 24 indicators and 3 
dimensions. 

3. Kerala > Tamil Nadu > Himachal 
Pradesh and Puducherry topped the 
index. While Meghalaya < Jharkhand 
< MP is at the bottom. 

 Development Banks 
1. Development banks are financial 

institutions that provide long-term 
credit for capital-intensive investments 
spread over a long period and yielding 
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low rates of return, such as urban 
infrastructure, mining and heavy 
industry, and irrigation systems. 

2. They will lend at low and stable rates 
of interest to promote long term 
investments with considerable social 
benefits and hence they are often 
supported by governments or 
international institutions. 

3. They are also known as term-lending 
institutions or development finance 
institutions. 

4. Development banks are different from 
commercial banks which mobilise 
short- to medium-term deposits and 
lend for similar maturities to avoid a 
maturity mismatch — a potential cause 
for a bank’s liquidity and solvency. 
The capital market complements 
commercial banks in providing long-
term finance. They are together termed 
as the Anglo-Saxon financial system. 

5. In the context of the Great Depression 
in the 1930s, John Maynard Keynes 
argued that to get out of Depression, 
government can set up a National 
Investment Bank to mop up the 
society’s savings and make it available 
for long-term development by the 
private sector and local governments. 

6. Following foregoing precepts, IFCI, 
previously the Industrial Finance 
Corporation of India, was set up in 
1949. This was probably India’s first 
development bank for financing 
industrial investments. In 1964, IDBI 
was set up as an apex body of all 
development finance institutions. 

 Agreement on Reciprocal Logistics 
Support (ARLS) is with Russia (for 
military logistics support). 
LEMOA stands for Logistics Exchange 
Memorandum of Agreement is a military 
logistics support with USA. 

 Boris Johnson = PM of United Kingdom. 
 Canada is the 1st country to introduce 

pictorial warning on Cigaratte packets. 
Australia is the 1st country to introduce 
plain packaging. 

 Starhopper – Space X test launches Mars 
rocket prototype. 

 Warewolf syndrome = Abnormal hair 
growth. 

 Golden Chariot Train of Karnataka. 
 Bagina is a traditional Kannada custom of 

thanksgiving to lakes/reservoirs to “thank 
the rain god” for ushering blessings in 
filling the waterbodies. Karnataka cleared 
Tamil Nadu quota. 

 Compensatory Afforestation Fund 
(CAF) 
1) CAF is a nationally constituted 

authority that presides over a corpus of 
₹66,000 crore.  

2) This is money paid by developers who 
have razed forest land for their 
construction projects, and the idea is 
that such land destroyed needs to be 
made good by regenerating forest 
elsewhere on non-forest land.  

3) The amount to be paid depends on the 
economic value of the goods and 
services that the razed forest would 
have provided. These include timber, 
bamboo, firewood, carbon 
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sequestration, soil conservation, water 
recharge, and seed dispersal.  

4) Industrialists pay this money and this 
is eventually transferred to the States 
concerned to carry out afforestation.  

5) Until now, a Compensatory 
Afforestation Fund Management and 
Planning Authority was in charge of 
the funds.  

6) But the new Act, the CAF Act, 2016 
establishes an independent authority - 
Compensatory Afforestation Fund 
Management and Planning Authority- 
to execute the fund.  

7) The Fund will be used as per 
provisions of the CAF Act and Rules. 
These include catchment area 
treatment, wildlife management, forest 
fire prevention, soil and moisture 
conservation work in the forest....it 
cannot be used for payment of salary, 
travelling allowances, making 
buildings and buying office equipment 
for forest officers. 

8) Other issues 
1. CAF Rules “undermined” several 

aspects of the Forest Rights Act 
(FRA) and the Panchayats 
(Extension to Scheduled Areas) 
Act (PESA).  

2. In the current form, they 
significantly reduced the authority 
of the gram sabhas in having a say 
in their local compensatory 

afforestation projects and reduced 
them to the role of “consultants”. 
Much power instead was vested 
with the State-level forest 
bureaucracy. 

3. The gram sabhas were put on the 
same footing as panchayats; 
consequently there would be great 
control exerted by the State 
authorities in the disbursal of the 
fund.  

4. The provisions laid out in the rules 
limit compliance with the FRA 
only to those areas where rights 
holders have been formally 
recognised. 

 National Sports Day  
1. On the Birth anniversary of Hockey 

legend Dhyanchand.  
2. We launched Fit India movement. 

 FDI data 
1. Print Media & Newsprint = 26% cap 

on FDI 
2. News broadcast and TV companies = 

49% 
3. Digital Media = 26%  
4. 100%  FDI in coal. 

 Lucy skeleton of Central Africa = 
Australopithecus = 4.2 million years ago. 

 1st Manipur then Rajasthan and now West 
Bengal passes bill to punish mob lynching. 
WB will have a nodal officer and 3 year 
jail or death penalty. 

. 
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PT POINTERS–2020 

TEA TIME BULLetin- AUGUST -2019 
All the Best 
Jai Hind  
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